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Analysis on the model and case of
cross-boundary cooperation among local
governments between Taiwan and

Germany

Ming-Te Liu, Yu-Chen Hsu’

Abstract

Currently there is yet little cooperation between local governments in
Taiwan. Among the few cooperative efforts, most stay in the level of common
manifest or symposiums with agendas limited to such as traffic and garbage
disposal. In contrast, Germany is noted for its tradition in the cooperation
among local governments in various ways. In this regard, Taiwan may learn
and benefit a great deal from Germany. The current study conducted
comparative analysis between Taiwan and Germany and proposed that a
fundamental change is needed in terms of collaboration among local
governments, which suggests escalating the current informal mode of
cooperation to a formal level. The study also offered concrete recommendations
which include: (1) encourage proactive cooperation, (2) draw up the
collaboration of local governments Act and revise the allocation of fiscal
revenue and expenditure Act, and (3) found Direct-controlled municipality

forums, Limited liability companies from public and private sectors, national

* Ming-Te Liu, Assistant Professor, Institute of Public Affairs Management, National Sun Yat-
sen University.
Yu-Chen Hsu, Postdoctoral Researcher, Graduate Institute of Digital Learning and Education,
National Taiwan University of Science and Technology.
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associations of cities and municipalities, and platforms to facilitate both vertical

and horizontal cooperation among governments.

Keywords: intergovernmental relationship, cross-boundary cooperation, local

self-government, regional governance, responsible partnership
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