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f#@ﬁi'ﬁi ?ixrﬁ %i&ﬁ?ﬁﬁft’é‘iﬁﬁﬁig—ﬁiiéa&i?é’i’!ﬁi
=

[B4ie]r 2L b~ F3 v~ EGRIT ~ AL § — TSR T ~ A 3T

]l
ay
Ol

R AT AT 2 TR R - s
JHRLEE T R el Y ] f“JP » TS BRI Ry O RLE Jf FY
( Brudney, Fernandez, Ryu & Wright, 2005) - Z59F 9t VAT J P [P AR AR A
S H‘IE ~ Y ECLTERARALE [P AR RS R ffF‘FFIWE’E IJ%[‘F‘HTEA’ﬂ
Bn,ﬁ#%p%www mw¢*?£%@wﬁf@@ﬂﬂ’ﬁ4¢u@wﬁ
5 » %“VE[ I “‘”FL LY ] P*”Jﬁﬁ‘/[ﬂl o (reverse contracting) ’lFF“Ji":[V%’JE[ oo
R PRI > B9 RIS EIPRAVEE (Seidenstat, 1999) -

@wéﬁwﬁﬁ’ﬁ%ﬁ*ﬂ*ﬂiﬁﬁuﬁﬁ ﬁiﬂ*ﬁww%*ﬁmﬁ
FUAREARL 3 P O ERET (Kettl, 1997) o RITET - RO > MERLRD 2 4
ARETE g R - & A HR AR R A ﬁ*l ’ [E'ff’”%%‘ /1‘ ARNE
541 ( Quinn, Doorley & Paquette, 1990 ) - T%ﬂj'w%‘ =N PP EJF} R o AL
Domberger (1998) pUEiE » Z259F It PR E’!" N [LIEF. 57— KIJFF?IE\[ﬁj IR
fF'FE VAT~ B~ EERTRIPRS 0 SV~ IR RT R 5 S0

F"E' F“%@X%ﬁ& A FL PO %5 B s SR H‘i‘ [Ty A f[‘/iﬁ"{lﬁﬁ?"%{‘f’ﬁ' °
fiERLSL > 3’1{435 JUR R T PR R R B (A

TR BT D T I S
F 9N % % (Jensen, 1997; Lips, 1997, McDonald & Anderson, 1997; Steinarsson,
1997) > (HRLVTE Vs I8 5003 I 20 g s o = s,
HIOHI[ (Boyne, 1998) - av¢ﬂﬁ\%*aﬁ'Fﬁ@‘%ﬂwnﬁ@wm%wiﬁwﬂ
~ Eﬂj 5] (Allen, 1989; Barrera, 1997; Botkin, 1999; DeHoog & Stein, 1999; Hatry,
1983) - Warner ~ Ballard == Hefetz (2003) 33 > %3 B 1992-1997 & [ > EJ 88%

TSR 2 D 9% BT BT contracting-back-in) -+ 3 BFRF
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] < B S AV RIS 5 KR A
ﬂﬁhﬂﬂ*ﬂj PRS- URL TR 2 Ml RV, (Carroll, 1995) > Bil'] P 2 {7
iﬂkﬁl?&l’J * [ELRL > 4t Lynn (1998: 232) A5, - TR FURE B e i
FRAE > LR TERLINILS FOREERS S o FE AT FOHERE A

SIERRL Ty E¥]’7[f[[llf | ¥ (Dunleavy, Margetts, Bastow & Tinkler, 2006) > [f}LE?
T IIROZ TREVE GO S I ag RIS RISGEE R R
i %ﬁfﬁ”%ﬂhEﬂﬁﬁﬁ¥§ﬁ?M+Tiﬂﬁﬁwﬁwﬁ°&aﬁw’ﬁFfﬁﬁﬁ
'1‘ VEGHRLE ,FPE"EBP‘EU%HJ » BELS RF1 27 ik (Cooper, 2003) 0 |
RLE I R U SE D A TR RS pREE PH  e
DT AU i‘ == DA A pugt A o NI A R (Mp ) ik
(O’Toole & Meier, 2004b )

Bl > RV RUEIpY T r+1i"fj?ﬁ = [iﬁ‘}ﬂp‘ =g H ﬁ,lpfj.’qﬁﬂ ) ﬁlj.ﬂﬂﬁ?fﬁ
PR 52598 I Jfﬂré‘“ Iﬂii@%‘ HRE > BIFLSGOE GO et h g e T
E[Tlpﬁﬁlﬁl_g‘ﬁ USRS —4:1{//&{? rT*f—P"?HL_IJJ P EREE TREENE 351'\4 R
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a7 TUyE[]J“ S F*@I ( public management ) ’FPT:JUF 19— f, ”g; R PEfURL >
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H ”FIT?E@?FI’?FSH'EIU?FE,@ . (' managerialism ) ﬁ‘};@?? kx| ﬁl (new public management,
NPM ) 3717 O (s s gy € i R 2 5 T =
psp AR - [PV Ry =1 (Brudney, O Toole & Rainey, 2000) > FF{EE|
N I*P‘“%??f%f SiErEE s TS P‘”ﬁ e Lﬂf[ﬁrﬂﬁf'q a *’&E'IJFJ‘F[FJF?‘?#L“ET
S - A S AR T 2 S RO R S

Fabidk 4 ﬁp}ﬁﬂ » AFE T TSRS B AYER] (Bozeman, 1993) o 33—
SYTRL P (policy ) 32 $VF » |- FEZPRS L AT Tisld 4
(defrocked ) i3 ™ >t URIOI » KL 2 SURCG0 Ay efioqpiaet © HH B0, - lﬁ
(EYEH]] Robert Behn (1995) £h{%& %1, E'"‘J’F‘Lﬁpﬂﬂi?‘?&%iﬁw SN
H (’?F;’]EIJE’”'WF“FJ » EPFEE VR R TR ~ BEEHTEY,
ENEE U F= IR e S S ) (R, %'@?ﬁﬁliﬁﬁﬂ‘iﬂéﬁ P e
[FHTALE ?LT%E\FUEHT A Rl 2 Eiffﬁ’?ﬁﬁé’ﬁpum;@} R o AV ARy RS
Rl - FARLY g RS TS RGOS 71‘F’?F7;J¥ o= B R - P
EX:NE ujfﬁjﬁ

pi= {295 LL B (business administration ) 3# & Z)F > fli- E%':y o EGE T
R HE S PSR RS 2 8 T
Lawrence Lynn (1996 ) %2 Hal Rainey (2009 ) ?ﬂi—lﬂl VTR P S5 VERY
B &%I SER] T ARG R PSS SRR SR BRI m?ﬁlﬁ%"@;ﬁﬂ S
AR LT, 2 TR TREN A 0 LRI - S5 A
SRR SOOI SR o kY AR R R AL
g~ VRSB SGOL A F"T%%JL U - 5G9 9 UA L W ARG, Fp
TR PR B RO IR AL S
PP P O - BT BT g s
AGETEI o B G A R % iz Jﬁfl WSS ,'\ZIFL‘}FJE'EJ@#\_T[E‘I AR R

f” SRR T oo (R 0 BTROE IR TR R BT - if[l}fT}*/i ¥ HHE

5 wmﬁwﬁ%ﬁéﬁwﬂnﬂp‘thw%wﬂﬁﬁjéjjﬁ‘wwEw
o FEID R SIS E - FEEAGTER ORI E Y B LIRS D
i R AT DA o TSR LS« ) SRR 9 R
RO PRSI A T 7 il ) “’32"1’? Fﬁl*ﬁﬁ[ﬁﬂﬂﬁ** PR R A R A
(Hodge, 2000) ; — ﬂLJ; A%%ﬁpﬁ:ﬁ% i 7 Lﬂ JERETEE St S I p 5
?{ﬁﬁh SR H PR R JT*F FEHELFT J%'ﬂw? TS It A
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SR - R

ETFI Vo S5 I R ‘?’llﬁil[ AR F{u’[‘r",gfj = vﬁfﬂ*ﬁr‘ﬁ [55E
ﬁﬁr%«pf_ﬁ’d o TN H E“Eﬁliﬁlﬁ_ ﬂvﬁ"fﬁ AT 5 ,,,%ﬂ#ﬁ
RIS BT TP WRUE S9N - ) A AR S
AU BRI .i?#?’j—ﬂﬁf[l_li’&f}im;ﬁ G4 1A fiﬂv‘j‘mﬁjzﬁ'wx_
M ?ETYE?IF‘ % ;p%;[]u A5 Bl o
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_> i

2~ P Temlus— - FIRINGIBIREEE VETRGVIE IR

FEVRES © SRR T

PRSP PIRASIRE S VR - P91 J00pY » =S
ST | P9 PFOAS PREP SR 1 1 Y Y PR SRS S PO pql i » b oo s
PO | A PR B R~ SIS 5 Rp R o R RERVERY ST P
LIPS HRL 2 U SR I 9 AL ﬁﬁ%vﬂ@
i#w%&%“““i%ﬁﬁkﬂmvﬂ4mwwj%wﬂw SEla
o PR P T SRR 2 T IR s 278
2y ?@gﬁg %" (Boyne, 2002b; Bozeman, 2000; Bozeman & Kingsley, 1998; Chun &
Rainey, 2005; Rainey & Bozeman, 2000; Weimer & Vining, 2004 ) - 348 Osborne =
Gasbler (1992) Fi% » HHFo 44 K WISy o7 B 0
f’qffﬁﬂ,{c"g‘l‘"ﬂ % JEEIEJELT T Y (Wilson, 1941: 493-494) > F,l"EJ?.f[’f’?f'ﬂfE}f’?ﬁ“ ’
F;jﬁé[g}fi;jf[ﬁafji’r} TR cl;mr, o H ERY A E%%Wu (Niskanen, 1971) [[[fL=2 3=
i L N s
FUR 2 b EuiFiae 55 B 0Tl 38~ BB v iy 0 K &~ =29 sty T 20 ( Savas,
1987) » [ JHa Az p B A SRLAT & 55 4= A F5 (Choi, Cho, Wright &
Brudney, 2005; Domberger & Jensen, 1997; Gill & Rainey, 1998, September ) -

A P AT AR 1A $55F S ] PO o Feh
EFJEJIEJ—FIJ [~8kL Hayek (1949) > ILBFH 'yar %iﬂ%i_i&f ‘if%h ( non-codified )
9 o BRI T A ] I SO0 et 2 O I8 B 2 T
%’%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁiﬁﬁr%%JO—O#ﬁPﬁEﬁ%ﬁW%ﬁi“
Alchian =¥ Demsetz (1972, 1973) HHfY% T@%‘qu (property rights theory) - j‘F”

« 115



CREFAREE . Fr Ly 1100£9!

e B RS £ SR 4 T R B B
PV (2 (R0 MR RS2 7] BT B ST
BATTIRIEE » Bl ‘{f FUR - S B B 0 R R FHQ?E?
E‘E&fg‘:ﬁ ;  (monitor the monitor ) f IJFEJ% (Rowthorn & Chang, 1993) -
fif’”ﬂﬁzﬂﬂ‘”ﬁ SE| lﬁ;ﬁﬁg’f‘ijf/\'* FA > AR 2 FAR R E A i?ﬁfk[ﬁ
F'Fﬁi}iﬁ&*ff PR 5= AR ) eIk e Iﬁ'f:ﬁ[ e J—%’i?g‘%i'i'ﬁf Hﬂ@"w
5 AT Jﬁtwﬁ[igyﬁ(¢ﬁ+i$u$%$ﬂwf b
A T AL TR - R (RS by 45 ) e
ooy ~ FNEIRYRI LR A TGS T VRS, (no entry
barrier) (Domberger & Jensen, 1997; Weimer & Vining, 2004 ) o F, AR A )
FFQEXVEW LlEHI: W’?‘/"J[H““Jl'ﬁ'?gg'ﬂr (Alchian & Demsetz, 1972; DeHoog, 1984;
Rowthorn & Chang, 1993; Sclar, 2001 ) % ?EJ ISR FFTF{[ RINEEEN
?IHﬁ%%Lﬁ“@ﬁW}W®ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ WIS )
YR I g APV RE (Whitford, 2007) = 5370~ RG220 1) “‘ﬁTﬂu el i s
B T T SR - T BPEAORER T R 98 11 e
R = i Il S =2 i ( principal-agent theory ) == % pbr¥ 4 5 i
(transaction costs theory ) ?ﬂﬁﬁlﬁ"‘&@j\ a:ﬁ"lr_u[%&m F (g;%iﬁ%&g »2002) o IF%
1 [“i‘ﬁﬁ?ﬁ?*“ flot 52 5% pu By oo F?T*J A4 & (contractee ) = &y
(contractor ) > ; ﬁb@[ﬂ PSR AT | A o ) S f}ﬁfﬁjﬁgj\ﬁéﬁ
HIZHIPY (Goldberg, 1980) - Biirp?ﬂﬁ ?J“—}j R fj#‘{ﬁ Eﬁ[’%[’FEjy‘J
ﬁﬁﬁﬁ“”ﬁﬁ’—ﬂaéTﬂﬁﬁﬁ’%ﬁHHjM%ﬂm%¢@”¢kw

@%? SHLA o Tl (T Ej]:[’%fFEJX G P P o R S SR E I py
EJ@? S H o Y e JEES R H“j?ﬂf“ gﬁi (Hirsch, 1991) o [IoF* Ry [z fﬁ
T RL R @ (moral hazard ) IEI £ !‘j rlf}f%‘ﬂi‘ff} FJS“L*/T" TP R
R jfk ﬁlJﬁ:&ﬁF{ [~ S5F 80 JE—? ( Brown & Potoski, 2003a, 2003b; Dilger,
Moffett & Struyk, 1997; Gill & Rainey, 1998, September; Warner et al., 2003 ) I'|¥# (%
PUSBERS A B -

HF - EAE PRI R PTIBE AL i
SFIRRAG S (Y o BT~ PSRRI p I B o B S Y S e DRl S
H o ASHE AR IO SR R AL TR A i
(Hodge, 2000) 5T ~ FEIRAFORL » b Al i~ HIE L HIALE?
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RO LA P I B R T SRR - S SRR
ﬁﬁ@{—wﬁ@@ﬁ%ﬁ,ﬂaﬁTﬁw

o it E—BUGEE L BRBUE ERYIEE RSB HAR

rﬁ—wmﬂﬁ%W%wﬁ%%%ﬁﬁaﬁwwHWtﬁ%
SR » BELPEH 7 JITE EERL Y, B RS FRIORL 5 ) R
PYEIE LU« O RS B IRLNECHS 9 PO AR L PR S SR B
,ﬂi_[ﬂt j B _)]i”j“}\lfijffﬁ.’gﬁjﬂ—'ﬁ?x ’]FF'J S ’”’j&fﬁdt'ﬂg—gﬁr}mﬁ% g2
ILFH[ AR R R RL A Y o 2 HAE R e oA | = A E”E' S T
Al ]F[l:"' }f‘&“}?”ff: "4, (Kaufman, 1976) %F[ I DGR EPIES T T R
RSV > 25 PRI ERTR T P PR 2 %$wm%*“#ﬂ%5
s o HU AR ] R RS- - «Flﬁ BT IPITE 53= HIPp 2 F%“
FOEUHEHT - WERLED 2B IS R RIS 5 o EEI AR FTRLE
(UGS NN et S O LA Sl R s e N | f‘”'ﬁjpﬂﬁ » [ERL T RS e
RN TR ’Fiﬁwﬁ N HI@;I{@»@@ I ;gr” = r{h f“ FJ»EHT %gfgyfgig—k
SRR AL R BT ) PRI I SIS TRy
w0 T RRLFY IR~ Y~ PO PR —ﬁi TR SR LT
(Cigler & Neiswender, 1991 ) - UJE MpEs ~ 1B ”Jﬁ Pl A F i (Cox
& Brunelli, 1994) > 2 -5 7 [E,[q azr?:tu ,\.\#Efi?ﬂ 1RE ’@%&ﬁ—":r T4
SPERLIIHRE 5 (Savoie, 1994) o [= 4 [1 > Te 8 Bl1 TSI, - @[ﬁﬂil_
& ME P nE Y~ (Garrett, Thurber, Fritschler & Rosenbloom, 2006) ° i *
45W%wﬁimrﬁﬁww*»ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ@%—ﬁﬁﬁrokwTﬁwmmww%ﬁﬁWH
Wﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%%u%%%ﬁwl SRR - SR
ﬂﬂf’ﬂw&@ﬁW@w*%fzjmﬂ%rwﬁ%wJ’ﬁ?J s
RIS < AP ST 2 e
%«pw S0 EI » DN EIROE PR R EIS!‘_F S22 NP1 Ei:tj‘r;*/‘{]tl—, ) B
745 It Lﬂf[rpa FRUE ORISR R ﬁlJL LR 5 &ﬁu“ =
ﬁﬁirﬁﬁFwﬂﬁﬁ$}ﬂ@
”’Hlﬂlﬁ:@fﬁ' NRE L%‘Fﬁu N EJ»’?WI?%‘TIJ s TP AR RS HRL
-tﬁ}f%ﬁ%ﬁf%@ﬁ@ﬂw%ﬂ’1 P A B B Y S R 2
R RIS T AR S 9O F R S 2
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ARl | ’E[ﬁ@i&ﬁﬂ [ﬂ:ﬁL FE o ST (A0 TJrﬁ_ngl:[l-ImEpE@g ,}L{ﬁ»i:;rrt]tﬁa
P /]L]EU"[‘EQ@E'@;I%*—EL £ DT F{ [ﬂ:%‘ilz/‘[il[_i ) 1%ﬁ _‘jgr%ﬂﬁ[r'fd%w
{ﬁéo

(—) SKREHRIMIZREE

G T SR SRS B B AL U0 + B 2 e ot
PR < T BT R SRR IO FW‘JE' i
N A1 R 0 B RS
( Globerman & Vining, 1996 ) %7%#? SHFVpUgFEr (Smith & Smyth, 1996) 1%
ﬁl EI'SF%‘II qﬁ,;‘;ﬁﬂ LU=y N E}'i’mmwg/pi ( Cooper, 2003) © § \1 , ﬁr{ﬁ{%qwﬁ%ﬁ 94 F[fjfEJ
E”lﬁﬁ L RLIERY - T‘{%ﬁr"\%&ﬁfﬂ@%{w ( DiMaggio, 1988; DiMaggio & Powell,
1983; Meyer & Rowan, 1977; Meyer & Scott, 1983; Scott, 1987; Zucker, 1987 ) > 7'
[H'J I RGE R B E S L [Nl PR 1 ﬁﬁ”’”’@lﬁxﬁ i
] Cisomorphic )~ Jffj= 5wl e |ACad o o fY £ RS2 5 TR o %fﬂﬁﬁ% AT
FF R T T T BSA SS.) [gO R9% fO - EeS S )
LRI j {ET fiH J[?ﬁﬂ/zﬁ) M3t FEERD (Chen, 2009; Van Slyke, 2003 ) > Bl 32
A [E°' IFL] | S st Tfﬁ}f&ﬁﬁ‘ﬂi Pt SRV R LT EE (Gill & Rainey,
1998, September, Wallin, 1997) lﬁff ]?WP Bohl T E2R99) auphi= FAnY R S‘EJE'
O TR BLIERAT 9 S ARACDRTE - B EERL DUEEHR  EETT RL  1P
MBS0 0 TS OB BT KR FFT (Bwoh, 1999: Lawther
1999) » RSB RIHERLAT e 1 < BODR < B R R pis e
(Hodge, 2000) - 48t i o [t ¢ F’”E? AN ﬁ;] ( Hefetz & Warner, 2007)

U TRORL - SIS i R AL PO AL RS 4 E - e
9% 9 GEEBPF AP+ (PR e% FELS T2 5
BN R R R rﬁ#*ﬂ*ﬁ?lﬁw%ﬁ?ﬁ”ﬁﬁ” A
o e‘rﬁ;{ﬁﬁﬁﬂrﬁj‘—ruﬁﬁﬁ IF‘IEJI‘[#(*E[ u,. “JFJ,
(Z) REIMNIEEIER © EAREELNRIIRGENEFFHRIE

S HGE R E U EE D~ B v‘@F'IﬁE (Light, 2003) - i?p@'li%\_ffjf
TR P SSE ’/sz.?‘F P T At AR RO RS PR -
T T RSPV - B W PR AR AR R ﬁf%*rl'*r*éﬁ R
Tgss Bt & IHE& 2 {* % Chollow state ) f5 - \p‘fr{]‘if[% ( governance
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without government ) [ZH 54 (Frederickson & Frederickson, 2006; Milward, 1994;
Milward & Provan, 2003; Peters & Pierre, 1998) - EC N /‘*ifﬁh S G T
Fep I BIFVERSS I E'IEI TEPEE - N J;[ﬁmré%f ’E flt (Milward & Provan,
2000) - YN FFHEGD '71‘ YV E A bRl T E1Ep 1“ TR F et~ & T
AR 1 R L S P
oA “Frjfﬁl%%ﬁrlff S qg&fﬁf_ﬁ T“E‘ﬂﬁ;@% REEESS ’/}’31‘4 %Eigﬁip Jf’gf
5o ﬁ‘/ﬂqu ’T+ﬁ II_I”"HJF]'ﬁm ﬂ*”’ﬁ R ”’F”If:' SepEIls, g
YR E - L

FUSC Berry &7~ (2004 ) Y R pVE - 1ﬁ1~:|7ﬁmJ“FUI RE S i?i[?ﬁ%l'lﬂ@
s N Lﬂf[%[aﬂpqﬁlﬂaﬂug *ﬁf_}ﬂn ﬂrF’* ﬁﬂgpj;h ﬁlﬁﬁuq[ﬁ g‘/ t/g‘/ J/?B};Z,TP
i lﬁT: (A~ R SRR S [RREE) (S AR Pl TR b
iﬁ_ i (g fiiﬁﬁJi[;%E |J’JIDI° FIP s o 57— A5 BIfR AL Meier = O’Toole
A ’wﬁwwﬁﬁmﬁﬁ%ﬁrﬁﬁﬁ~ﬁﬁm’ S LTI

( does management matter ) ( Meier & O’Toole, 2001, 2003; O Toole & Meler 2004a,

2004b) - |”:1|F'1]EIJTF33J“HI:|J O PRI RIS, o i P RNRS EE E  f
Fﬁﬁ?T%HﬂWFJ’Miﬁﬁ*iJﬂ“#fﬁmm P PSR
= PR T EHAT SS9 S A HAS I P ] SR R
ro@i’ﬁ%ﬁwg'%%#ﬁ“@ﬁ’~%ﬁﬁm%Jﬁﬁ$W§@’ﬁﬁﬁ
FRULOHEA b ORISR R OR 712 AL -

ST AR~ FLRLETT Agranoff = McGuire £75Y l'“ﬂllaﬁﬁ}»a N E“Jigﬁm
#iZE (Agranoff & McGuire, 1998, 2001a, 2001b, 2004a; McGuire, 2002) » {EE I“ﬁﬁlJ
ﬂiﬁfﬁmﬂzﬂﬁ?ﬁ“ AL EPR EEREE R (RS o = AT N R Eii_l*'JIFEHrH

FCPASEDTRRAORRS, © WAL - 2 (M - 500 - FIEERR - i
X?Fﬂ s RS e I*’IF’EJFL« AR A= f’\g'@}“ﬁ'ﬂ‘ir“ Rl g
Fep l%lfﬂ”ﬁ: J:E*?@»J activation ~ framing - moblhzmg synthesmmg =3 D“I?EIH &
1 TR AT < R R i
[ EEE o M R LT R (actwatlon) iy “%T[g@i/[[fﬁﬂ
H *fjf%ii By ]'ﬁm’?’vF'IEJ]E?]EIE‘F’ ;D?E‘—.— (framing ) |*’1£ﬁi[+ CEEL; ﬁ—m’?}'
£ FeduE [f' EJEW@ B?ﬁ’EE = (moblhzmg) ;P E | BTE ’?*/F'l'” TN 15
M E‘ﬁé*_f\fgxﬁjﬂ “J4 (synthesizing ) ° McGuire (2002 ) ”J]?Jt VE R R
HEH - 'ENIFI% FLLEL‘?F\] * A FL‘[(‘E,}*EL g‘ﬂﬁ:j‘ FELJFT&“A agm:g*ﬁﬁ[ U[;E'H o
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fUsE B o 1% (st -2 Bl B v 3 2 (ft 0 B 2 ‘Fﬁfi‘ ) ( Collaborative Public
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Revisiting Contracting-Out:
Goals, Theoretical Grounding, Performance
Measurement, and Epistemology

Chung-An Chen’

Abstract

Although contracting-out has long been considered as one of the best ways
to help government enhance the overall level of efficiency, empirical evidence
suggests that inefficient contracting is prevalent in public organizations.
Ironically, inefficiency does not impede the use of contracting in governments.
The fact that legitimacy instead of efficiency is the paramount concern for
government contracting is probably the origin of this paradox. In this, the
author reexamines theories, performance measurement, and epistemology of
public sector contracting. The author argues that applying principal-agent
theory, transaction costs theory, and market theorem to government contracting
may be misleading. Theories in sociology and political science can more
appropriately depict the dynamics of government contracting. Socio-political
indicators such as probity, accountability, and problems in a labor market are
more adequate performance measures. In sum, public administration scholars
are encouraged to employ the socio-political approach to conduct contracting

research in the future.

Keywords: contracting-out, privatization, economic approach, socio-political
approach, comparative analysis

" Assistant Professor, Nanyang Centre for Public Administration, Nanyang Technological
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